7627 Old Receiver Hoad 
Frederick MD 21701 

December 30, 1981 



Hon. Vincent Femia 

Associate Judge, 7th Judicial Circuit 
Court House 

Upper Marlboro, MD 20772 
Dear Judge Femia: 

I write on behalf of Floyd Lamore. I have known him as a good person, a concerned, 
compassionate, prmising and in some ways deeply disturbed young man. 

He was disturbed about his participation in the Viet Nam war. He became a consci- 
entious objector through hia participation in it. 

I first knew Floyd as a student at the University of Maryland, where he was a very 
good influence on other students and where he exercised nature , responsible and 
effective leadership. 

On a number of occsions he was particularly kind and helpful to me when I had health 
problems. He never accepted any payment, not even repayment of his costs. 

I an a writer, specializing in recent years in political assassinations and their 
consequences. Most of my work pertains to the assassination of President Kennedy 
and its official investigation. I am the author of the only factual book on the 
assassination of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr., that does not agree with the official 
account of it. As a result of that book, I was James Sari Say's investigator. My 
habeas corpus investigation led to an evidentiary hearing in federal district court 
in Memphis. I was the 3ole defense investigator in it. The 1974 amending of the 
investigatory files exemption of the Freedom of Information Act was attributed in 
the Congressional debates to my JFK assassination litigation. As a result of this 
litigation, more than a quarter of a million pages of once-secret records are now 
available. Floyd is among the students who were interested in and studied these 
records . 

My first experiences with Ployd's many personal kindnesses was in April 1975. I was 
taken ill with pneumonia and pleurisy after going to New York to address a gathering 
at the New York University law school. The doctor released me to return home if I 
did not drive my car from the railroad station in Baltimore because I was too weak 
for that to be safe. Floyd got ray car and me safely back to Frederick. Thereafter 
ror the considerable oeriod of time that I remained weak, when I needed transporta- 
tion Floyd drove to Frederick, drove me to and from Washington, and then returned to 
his home in Adelphi. 



In October 1975 I was hospitalized with acute thrombophlebitis in both legs and 
thighs. Although ray doctor released me to go to Nashville for a debate at Vadderbilt 
University with David Belin, chief counsel for the Rockefeller Commission, Floyd 
relieved the trip would overly tax rae. He made up an excuse to accompany me at his 
own expense. It turned out that the effort was too much for me. The next morning I 
could not even get my shoes on. Floyd got me to tho airport where the airline first 
single-loaded me and then arranged seating so I could keep ray legs elevated. Floyd 
located a Navy nurse on that flight and got her to ext with us vutil we reached 
Washington. He then took me to my physician. I would have been in serious distre^J 



save for his kindnesses. 



Several months later, when I was to address a Detroit college, Floyd anticipated 
difficulties from the more radical black students. Most of them, it could be antici- 
pated, would find ray reiua*® on the Ring assassination to be too conservative for 
their preconceptions. While there were no untoward incidents, it again turned out 
that the effort tired me excessively. Once again Floyd got me safely home. 

(I live 50 miles or more from the Baltimore and Washington airports. Each time 
Floyd took me to or from an airport or Washington meant at least 200 miles of driving 
for him. When it became advisable for me to drive for more than about 20 minutes at 
a time, Floyd provided me with more frequent transportation, particularly related to 
FOTA litigation.) 

Although his name is not associated with it in the public mind, it is Floyd who 
arranged for the appearance at College Park of California Governor Brown during the 
1976 presidential campaign. The spectacular success of that gathering is what led 
to Governor Brown’s exceptional success in Maryland. He is indebted to Floyd for 
that . 

Floyd arranged for a series of programs on the political assassinations at the 
University of Maryland and several Washington universities. As a result of his 
efforts, thousands of students were able to hear and see evidence other than the 
utterly irresponsible comments of those who were then commercializing these great 
tragedies, like Mark Lane and the self-styled Assassination Information Bureau. 

Floyd also interested students in Baltimore area colleges in responsible considera- 
tion of the important event, the assassination of President Kennedy. He assisted 
them with their programs. WHithout his assistance they, too, would have had access 
only to irresponsible and extremist presentations. 

Floyd became quite good at contact and public-relations work. He handled the Hublic 
relations and advertising for the various programs with which he was associated. In 
this he dealt well and effectively with the media. When I was not able to do it for 
myself, he did the contact work with the major media for a press conference I held, 
to make available previously secret records pertaining to the investigation of the 
assassination of Dr. King. His effectiveness can be evaluated by the fact that, 
although on the same day and at the same time the FEI’s Oswald case agent testified 
to the Congress to his personal destruction of a threatening note he received from 
Lee Harvey Oswald, more reporters were present at my press conference. 

Because of his belief in the right of the people to know, Floyd persuaded the 
initially reluctant Congresswoman Gladys Spellman to place a declassified Top 
Secret transcript of 9 Warren Commission executive session in the Congressional 
Record. It had to do with reports that Oswald had served as an FBI informer. As 
a result many people have had access to this important record and were able to study 
it. 

There was a national convention of the National Students Association in Washington 
in about 1976. Its leadership was devoted to the Mark Lane-extremist view of the 
political assassination. Floyd was able to persuade it to include a symposium in 
which only nonextremist, responsible viex*s would be presented. The panelists, in 
addition to me, were the late Congressman Allard Lowenstein and the lawyer who 
handles my Freedom of Information litigation and who also represented James Earl Ray 
pro bono . 

I never knew other than good about Floyd and newer saw him do an evil or selfish 
thing. His many kindnesses to me vece without compensation or the thought of 
compensation. 



I did not know he used drugs until after his arrest. In all the many hours we 
spent together and the thousands of miles we traveled together, I never had any 
reason to 9 uspect that he had taken any drugs. From my experiences with him, and 
some were under conditions that were triing for him, I am unable to believe that he ^ 
was capable fof any robbery except when under the influence of drugs . 

I believe that, having broken the habit, Floyd i6 capable of being a worthwhile 
citizen, one who can make useful contribution to life in his community - more so 
because of these bad experiences. From what I have seen him do and from tny knowl- 
edge of seme of his college work, I believe that after he serves his sentence he 
can make an excellent contact and public-relations person, particularly in the public 
service area. 

From what I know of his life prior to this offense, I believe Floyd is worthy of 
merciful consideration when he is sentenced. 



Sincerely, 



Harold Weisberg 



